
On January 4, 2000, a date when the Catholic Church commemorates the 
first American-born canonized Saint, Elizabeth Ann Seton, eight members 
of a small faith community gathered for a breakfast meeting at Trudy’s 
in Austin. The small faith community began first meeting in 1997 under 
the name “Vincentian.” The group was founded under the inspiration of 
Vincent de Paul, Louise de Marillac and Elizabeth Ann Seton. These three 
great Saints of the Church spent their lives organizing lay groups and 
religious communities for the specific purpose of serving the most poor and 
vulnerable. On that morning of January 4th, this group of eight individuals 
prepared to launch a new program serving single mothers and their 
children. The spirit of Saint Louise House was born.
The first order of business was to secure operational funding for the 

foundation of Saint Louise House. The Daughters of Charity of the US West Central Province issued a 
two-to-one challenge grant and in one year and a half, three years of operational funding was raised 
to begin the project. Saint Louise House opened its doors to five families in rented space in October of 
2001.
One decade later, Saint Louise House is home to 31 families. Tremendous growth has been achieved 
with the support of a dedicated Board of Directors and staff, as well as hundreds of volunteers and 
donors from the community. Fundraising coupled with two awards granted from the Austin Finance 
Housing Corporation enabled Saint Louise House to purchase two apartment complexes with the 
capacity to house 46 women-led families. 
Saint Louise House has overcome many challenges throughout its existence, very much like the families 
that call Saint Louise House home. The challenge the organization faces today is to meet and then 
sustain our capacity of 46 units of supportive housing. The Saints Vincent, Louise and Elizabeth Ann 
looked for support in their communities to serve the most vulnerable; Saint Louise House needs the 
support of the Austin community to do the same. Please join in celebrating a decade of service and 
supporting the next decade to come.

 

Sister Sharon Groetsch, DC
Saint Louise House Founding Board Member
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Davis, Christopher and Ma. Eugenia
De Haro, Laura
De La Fuente, Marcela
De La Garza, John J. and Dorothy L.
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Escalante, Helena
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Gutierrez, Mary Jo
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Hackett, Kathleen O.
Haggerty, Jean and Mike
Hajjar, Joseph
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Hanneman, Otto
Hartnett, Michelle
Harris, Valerie
Havelka, Helen M.
Hemenway, Mary Kay
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Hogeboom, Charles and Karen
Hogeboom, Peter and Sarah

Hooper, Helen
Hymel, Patrick
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Jester, Dan H. and Mary E.
Johnson, Nathan 
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Kaufman, Pedro and Lourdes
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Kertz, Laurie
Kiehn, Todd and Maria
Knott, Robert C. and Judi L.
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Krausse, Jean O.
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Long, Julie L.
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Schulz, Edward B. and Janis D.
Schumaker, Karen and Donn
Shaw, Susan E.
Shirley, Sharon L.
Sinatra, Christine
Sloan-Price, Judith L.
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Snowden, J.C.
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Sonnenberg, John & Catherine
Sullivan, James
Susskind, Rachel and Harold
Sutherland, Eloise
Sutton, Linda
Sweitzer, John and Sara
Teneriello, Karen A.
Thurmond, Susan I.
Tiernan, Willam B. and Mary K.
Todd, Barbel
Toomey, Michael and Stacy
Toosi, M.A. and TQ.
Trifovesti, Russell
Uranga, Marisa
Venuto, Nick and Judi
Villareal De Marcos, Vera
Voinis, Kirsten
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Walter, B.J.
Walter, Bill
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Worman, Mark and Kristen
Wren, Curtis
Wright, Liz
Zacarias Jr.,M.D., J.L and Esther
Zientek, David
Zucca, Bruno A. and Shannon M.



Austin Involved
Cedar Park Activity Center
Cristo Rey Catholic Church
Downtown Unity Circle
Knights of Columbus #8156
Knights of Columbus #1469
Ladies of Charity of Austin
Ladies of Charity Lake Travis
Our Lady of Guadalupe
Paulist Fathers of St. Austin Catholic Church
St. Austin Catholic Church
St. Catherine of Siena Catholic Church 
St. Thomas More Catholic Church
St. Vincent de Paul Conference of St. John Neumann Catholic Church
Tarrytown United Methodist Church – Children’s Day Out
University Catholic Center

AIG Matching Grants Program
Amerx Office Solutions
Dell Direct Giving Campaign
Lance Armstrong Foundation
Las Palomas Restaurant Bar
Mama Fu’s
Mandarin Flower Co.
Mitchell & Associates Inv. Consultants
Moreland Properties
Motorola Foundation
National Instruments
SACHEM
Seton Family of Hospitals
Urban Grove Salon

The ABE Charitable Foundation Inc.
Anonymous
Charles Phipps Foundation
City of Austin
Daughters of Charity Ministry Grant
Donald D. Hammill Foundation
Greater Houston Community Foundation
Houston Christian Foundation
MFI Foundation
Rachael and Ben Vaughan Foundation
Raskob Foundation
Religious Coalition to Assist the Homeless
Tapestry Foundation
Texas Department of Housing & Community Affairs
Topfer Family Foundation
Travis County Medical Alliance

The Akins Family   Sallie T. Guy
Kristen and Todd Clark  Deb Balleu
Janis and Ed Schulz  Mr. and Mrs. Sam Barclay
Polly Bell-D’Addabbo  Phyllis Bell
Sister Jean A. Wesselman, DC Sharon Bieser and Family
Sharon and David Bieser  Kathy Bieser
Katy and Thomas Bohuslav  Clara Bohuslav
Katy Bohuslav   Vim X and Marian Rye
Mary Breen   Marian Breen
Travis Froehlich   K.C. Cerny
Teresa Griffin   K.C. Cerny
Kristen and Todd Clark  Linda Clark
Jimmy and Michelle Goodson Kristen Clark
Arnold Herdman   Aundria Crawford
Sally Creager   Janis and Ed Schulz
Seton Family of Hospitals  Austin Daughters of Charity
Barbara Daywood  Jennie Rebecca Early
Russell and Elyse White  Sister Jean Thomas Dwyer, DC
Catherine Fischer Flahive  Katie Flahive
Kristen and Todd Clark  Michelle Goodson
Sharon and David Bieser  Elizabeth Grant
Eileen Danaher   Beckett Gray and Brian Franklin
Barbara and Richard Grant  Sr. Sharon Groetsch, DC
Mr. and Mrs. Charles C. Groetsch Sr. Sharon Groetsch, DC
Marlowe Niemeyer  Sr. Sharon Groetsch, DC
Kristen and Todd Clark  Meredith Hairell
Christy Hall   Carolyn Hall
Janis and Ed Schulz  Mr. and Mrs. Steve Hayes
Roger Herdman   Louise Herdman

Aundria Crawford   Louise Herdman
Misty Sailors   Jessica Hoffman
Karen and Chuck Hogeboom Sarah Evans Hogeboom
Sharon Shirley   Sarah Evans Hogeboom
Robert C. and Judi L. Knott  Sarah Evans Hogeboom
Laurie Kertz   Jean Kertz
Walter and Valerie Kuhl  Ivan Kuhl
Peter and Janice Kuhl  Walter and Val Kuhl and Family
Dolly Golden   Pete and Letty Landa
Julianne Acevedo   Pete and Letty Landa
Cristo Rey Catholic Church  Letty Landa
Amy Myers-Carmouche  Carol Myers
Ryan Nelson   Diane Nelson
Russell and Sharon Oliver  Geneva Oliver
Mary Ramsey Evans  Edith Ramsey
Edwin E. “Jack” Richards  Rose Theresa Richards
Winona Schroeder  David Risher
Katy and Thomas Bohuslav  Marian Rye
Carol and Sam Barclay  Ed and Janis Schultz
Deborah and Darrell Akins  Saint Louise House Board and Staff
John, Lillian and Ford Sonnenberg Catharine Sonnenberg
Walter Kuhl and Valerie Harris Andy Steinbeck
Walter Kuhl and Valerie Harris Kaitlyn Warmack
Sharon and David Bieser  Jenna Watts
Linda White   Russell and Elyse White
Elyse White   Linda White
Russell and Sharon Oliver  Valeria Wimmer
Anonymous   Louise Joachim
    

Eva May Smith and Dennis E. Schwarz Helen Anderson
Walter and Valerie Kuhl   Daphne Casey
Carol and Sam Barclay   Sr. Gretchen Elliott, RSM
Diane Wommack Daniel   Nick Ferrara
Pete and Letty Landa   Josefina Galindo
Susan Thurmond    Lt. Col. Carroll W. Guy
Laurel Guy    Lt. Col. Carroll W. Guy
Carol and Sam Barclay   Ray Van Landuyt

Margo and Joe Pluta  Helen Marcin
Maislin Family Fund  Frank McCarthy
Katherine O’Neill   Vivian Mullen
Dwight and Jennifer Paul  Virginia Barclay Valls
Sister Jean A. Wesselman, DC Helen Anderson
Travis Froehlich   Connie Cerny
Teresa Griffin   Connie Cerny
Anonymous   Art Joachim
Joseph Hajjar   Mary and Elias Hajjar



SAINT LOUISE HOUSE

SUCCESSES 
As of June 2011, more than 120 families 
have been served at Saint Louise House

As of June 2011, 31 families are currently living 
at Saint Louise House, with the capacity to 
house a total of 46

In 2010, Saint Louise House introduced on-site 
programming for children

In 2010, 36 families, including 73 children & 
2 grandmothers, received deeply affordable 
housing & supportive services

In 2010, 8 out of 9 families exiting 
the program secured safe & stable housing

In 2010, 50% of families were Hispanic, 29% 
of families were White, 20% of families were 
African-American and 1% was Asian

In 2010, 45% of women were enrolled in an 

educational program; over half were 
enrolled in a degree-seeking program

In 2010, 75% of women were employed

In 2010, women had the opportunity to access 
either Spanish and/or English on-site workshops 
including a financial literacy series & weekly 
classes focused on physical, mental and 
emotional well-being

 Helen Havelka
How did you hear about 
Saint Louise House (SLH)?
I learned about Saint Louise House after reading a story 
in "The Catholic Spirit," the Austin Diocese's newsletter. 
The first SLH newsletter came, and I discovered a good 
friend, Katy Bohuslav, was involved. I have known and 
respected Katy for many years in our work at the Texas 
Department of Transportation, so I immediately thought that 
SLH must be special.

What motivated you to begin volunteering 
with SLH?
After I retired from state service, I finally had time to 
devote to volunteering. Katy introduced me to Karen 
Ranus at a SLH reception. I was excited about getting 
more involved when Karen said she had a project with 
which she felt I could help.  
  

 

What do your volunteer activities entail?  
SLH is blessed to receive donations for our apartments, 
and I help organize these items in our storage units so we 
can easily determine what we have and get to these items 
quickly.

And, what is the most rewarding aspect of your 
volunteer time?
The most rewarding aspect is knowing I have a small part 
in helping a family get a fresh start in life.

When do you volunteer and how does your 
volunteer time fit in with the rest of your 
schedule?
I volunteer about 6 hours a month – 3 hours every other 
Wednesday. Since I travel from another county, I set 
aside a block of time for volunteering here, and it fits 
perfectly into the rest of my schedule.

What kind of insight would you share with 
someone thinking of volunteering with SLH?  
Initially, SLH’s mission impressed me, but, after spending 
time with the folks who handle the day-to-day tasks of this 
organization, I have seen the passion they have to make 
a real difference in families' lives. 



I was thirteen years old when my mom and I lost our apartment. My parents got a divorce, which 
sent my mom into crisis.  With no job or steady income, we were forced to move from shelter to 
shelter and to 15 different homes of family and friends. Once we even slept in the car for several 
nights. As crazy as it might seem, during that time, I showered at school in the mornings and went 
about my day as usual.
My mom was determined to find shelter for us, and she 
soon found SafePlace. It was rough. I played basketball 
and my school was 30 minutes away. I caught the bus 
at 6am and was finally dropped off at school at 8am. I 
was ashamed of my situation, so I made sure to dressed 
well and acted as if nothing in my life was wrong. Three 
months passed, and Saint Louise House became our 
new home. As a sophomore, I had to switch schools to 
be closer to our new home. The move was the best thing 
that happened. My grades went up, my mom went back 
to school, my sister was able to go to daycare and after 
3 ½ years of moving around, we were finally in our 
own home.
Saint Louise House staff helped me live comfortably, apply for college, assisted with necessities 
and introduced me to other teens in the community who experienced many of the same struggles. I 
graduated from high school and now am enrolled at Texas State University. I don’t know how I would 
have made it without the help and peace of mind of Saint Louise House.
My relationship with my mom has gotten stronger. I’m more focused and believe in myself. My family 
is once again a unit.  I can’t thank Saint Louise House enough for all their hard work and impacting 
my life in so many positive ways.

Revenue

OTHER

CONTRIBUTED 
INTEREST

Expenses

SUPPORTIVE HOUSING PROGRAM

ADMINISTRATIVE

FUNDRAISING

 

Contributions   $364,641
Grants and Contracts $511,776
Rental Income   $136,459
Contributed Interest  $81,632
Other    $28,061
TOTAL   $1,122,569

Supportive Housing Program $886,978
Administrative    $97,414
Fundraising    $41,016
TOTAL    $1,025,408
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2026 Guadalupe Street
Austin, Texas 78705
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St. Ignatius, Martyr, Catholic Church

Lynne Wiggins 
Attorney / Investment Advisor

Sharon Bieser, MSN, Executive Director
Rachel Barber, MSSW, Director of Capacity Building
Rachel Barmore, Jesuit Volunteer Case Manager
Jim Boyle, Facilities Maintenance Manager
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